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Residents are invited to attend  

Bardwell’s Annual Village Meeting 
Date: Monday 9th May 2022, commencing at 7pm 

Venue: The Tithe Barn (Bardwell Village Hall),  
Up Street, Bardwell IP31 1AA 

 
Come along early – from 6.30pm - and take the opportunity to chat with  

PC Lee Andrews-Pearce, Bardwell’s Community Engagement Officer  

Agenda  
1. Welcome from the Chair, Cllr David Ruffles, Chairman of Bardwell Parish Council 

 

2. Apologies for Absence 
 

3. To Confirm the Minutes of the Annual Village Meeting held on Tuesday 25th May 2021 
 

4. Reports 
Residents will have the opportunity to ask questions, after each report has been presented. 
At the time of issuing this agenda the following organisations have submitted reports and/or confirmed their 
intention to attend.    
 

1. Suffolk Police: PC 1554 Lee Andrews-Pearce, Community Engagement Officer  
2. Bardwell Parish Council 
3. Bardwell School 
4. Bardwell Amblers 
5. Bardwell Community Speed Watch  
6. Bardwell Charity Trustees 
7. Bardwell Playing Fields Association 
8. Bardwell Tree Wardens 
9. Bardwell Village Hall 
10. Bardwell Village News 
11. Cars on Bardwell Village Green 
12. Church of St Peter and St Paul Bardwell 
13. Friends of Bardwell Church 
14. Friends of Ixworth Library   
15. Ixworth Patients Association 
16. Red Hat Bees of Bardwell 
17. Suffolk County Councillor  
18. West Suffolk District Councillor 
Plus: Any other organisations who have not previously confirmed attendance   
 

5. Questions, suggestions and comments are invited from residents about any village related matters. 
 

6. Meeting Close 
 

  Light refreshments will be available. We look forward to seeing you. 

Cllr David Ruffles, Chairman, Bardwell Parish Council    
 

Visit www.bardwell.onesuffolk.net email bardwellpc@gmail.com  
for more information and to download the minutes of last year’s meeting.  .  

  apm2022/agenda/08/05/22/finalvpas   tele 01359 221934 
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Report no.1 
Suffolk Police: PC Lee Andrews-Pearce, Bardwell’s Community Engagement Officer 

 
 

 
Report no.2 

 Bardwell Parish Council 
 

 

Our Village 
It is a relief to open this report on a positive note, in that it has been good to see the village start to return 
to normal life over the last year after the pandemic, though not completely gone away as common sense 
still needs to be used, but hopefully we will not be returning to those dark days. 
 
Whilst pretty much all village events got cancelled last year except for the car show and the Fair, we have 
service as normal this year with pretty much all events taking place, as well as Jubilee celebrations. 
 
The playing field seems to be a hive of activity on the sports field, with Cricket and Football taking centre 
stage, for all age groups and gender in what has been a real success story, and for a village the size of 
Bardwell it must be said that often we punch above our weight time after time. 
 
But like all activity in the village this does not happen by itself, and credit must be given to those who get 
on with it quietly in the background to make it happen. 
 

Two items born out of the pandemic which continue today and hopefully will do for a long time yet is the 
daily newspaper delivery service, thanks to the paper boys and girls who go out in all weather to make this 
happen. Also, the village Facebook page which has become the village online notice board for events, 
advise and information. 
 

Parish Council 
Public monthly meetings have now returned to normal, meeting on the first Tuesday of each month in The 
Tithe Barn, although meetings do not always take place in August and January. The public are most 
welcome at these meetings. 
 

Planning 
The Parish Council was consulted by the planning authority (West Suffolk Council) on 37 applications, 
including 10 related to tree work. We are at a very early stage with a possible development in School Lane 
on the land between the school and the driveway to the Watermill. Yet there is no plan or application to 
build but it is expected the application, if and when it arrives, will be for a small number of properties 
taking up space on the roadside and not the whole site as first feared. 
 
When, and again if, a proposal does arrive, the Parish Council will give this very serious consideration as to 
what is right for the village. It will not be easy to resist the building of new homes in the village when you 
look at other villages very nearby who have or are about to get a substantial number of new builds. The 
final say on any building will not lie with this Parish Council, but rest assured we will only pursue what is 
right for Bardwell. 
 
Litter 
Last year The Parish Council purchased three new wheelie bins to replace the existing ones at the 
community field, at the top of Skinners Lane and Knox Lane, and I am pleased to report these have made a 
positive impact on litter/dog waste. 
 
Finance 
Accounts for the year 2020/21: No matters of concern were raised by the external auditor. The annual 
audit of the accounts for the financial year 2021/22 is in progress. The Parish Council’s external auditors are 
PKF Littlejohn LLP. 
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The Bardwell share of your council tax has been held for the 2022/23 period with no increase. 
 

Grants received during 2021/22 were from: District Councillor Andrew Smith’s locality budget £1000 for 
improvements to the children’s play area; £150 from Suffolk County Councillor Joanna Spicer’s Locality 
budget to cover the costs of the licence to install bins on SCC highways land; Havebury Housing Partnership 
£4,137.50, towards the cost of community field footpaths and allotment sheds. A regular monthly s/o 
donation from residents, totalling £180 annually, continues to be paid into the community field account, for 
which we are extremely grateful. It should be noted that the parish council carried grants over from March 
2021 ‘earmarked’ for the allotment sheds: £1000 from Cllr Smith and £994 from Cllr Spicer. 
 
Community Field Play Area 
The Parish Council took over the responsibility of this area from The Playing Field Association (BPFA) on 
April 1st 2022.  Our thanks to the BPFA for securing and installing this equipment in the first place, into what 
has now become a well-used community facility. Last week work was completed on the roundabout to 
improve safety. It must be said that we are a bit disappointed at some damage in the play area, caused by 
some older children who should know better. 
 
Community Field  
We have now pretty much completed work on this project. All the planned footpaths are now in place, 
another session of tree planting took place last autumn and most of the previous trees are now progressing 
very well. The Parish Council maintains the whole area, apart from the football pitch, on a regular basis. 
 
The allotments are fully utilised and very active. Four sheds have been installed for the allotment holders to 
use, and it is hoped that once funds/grants are available then a further four sheds will be added, to avoid 
sharing. 
 
We are expecting to see some results on the wildflower meadow if not this year, certainly next year. 
 
Highways - Footpaths 
Overall, the road surfaces are in a good condition around the village. Any damage is normally acted on 
quickly by Suffolk County Council and it must be said that these days the standard of repair is a lot higher 
than before. 
 
We still have a couple of outstanding flooding problems within the village in Low Street and Church Road. 
At present these are down for work in June and will involve some road closures. Previous flooding problems 
which occurred on The Green and in Ixworth Road had extensive repairs carried out in 2020 are now 
working fine. Recently, a repair has been carried out to resolve flooding issues in Spring Road. 
 
Sadly, the footbridge over the river Black Bourne failed a safety test late last year and had to be closed. A 
new bridge is needed, and as this is well-used by walkers, it will be sorely missed. Despite continuous 
requests from the Parish Council, no firm start date has been given by Suffolk County Council who are 
responsible for this bridge. 
 
Parish Council Meetings 
These are normally held on the first Tuesday of each month in the Tithe Barn, except in January and August 
unless the need arises. Members of the public are most welcome to attend and can ask questions in the 
public participation session. Hopefully we can answer any questions or concerns during this session.  
 
This is the final year of this Parish Council, as all of us are up for re-election in May 2023. If you are 
interested in becoming a councillor and would like more information, we would be pleased to hear from 
you. 
 
Our next meeting is on June 7th. Why not come along to hear what is going on in your village. 
 
David Ruffles, Chairman 
Bardwell Parish Council, May 2022 
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Bardwell Church of England Primary School
“Following Jesus, together we care, inspire and achieve”

Report from Bardwell Church of England Primary School for the Annual Parish
Meeting, 9th May 2022

Summary
We continue to develop the school offer via its curriculum and resources, and have seen a notable
increase in the numbers on roll over the last year as a result of our continuing improvements.

Curriculum
• Literacy

- Reading - We have embarked on an
evidence-informed approach to reading by
implementing a comprehension approach called
‘Reciprocal Reading’. This involves teaching children
through the vehicle of 4 key skills: Predicting,
Questioning, Clarifying and Summarising. This had
led to significant and rapid improvements as the
strategy is also employed across all curriculum
subjects.

- Writing - We have embarked on an
evidence-informed approach to writing by
implementing the Jane Considine ‘Write Stuff’. This focuses on supporting children’s structuring
writing in small chunks. This has led to significant and rapid improvements in children’s use of
vocabulary and sentence structure.
• Maths - We have been working with the National Centre of Excellence for Mathematics (NCETM) for
the past year. This work has focused on supporting children’s basic mathematical fluency and
learning through a Concrete-Pictorial-Abstract (CPA) approach. This has led to significant
improvements in children’s conceptual understanding and confidence in being able to problem
solve;
• RE - Our church of England status still holds great importance and we continue to offer daily
collective worship and learning ‘cog values’ (aligned to biblical characters) which underpin the entire
curriculum. We follow the Diocese Board of Education’s (DBE) Emmanuel Project scheme of learning,
which is an enquiry-led approach to religious education;
• PSHE - Our PSHE approach aligns to our ‘Bardwell Cog Values’ by offering a bespoke framework in
order to support children’s (and the communities) needs and interests. We, now, pride ourselves on
our pastoral care, nurture and relationships with all key stakeholders. We have forged very strong
relationships with parents/carers and have restored the school’s reputation through a values-based
education;
• Science - In 2021, we were awarded the Primary Science Quality Mark (PSQM) for our
achievements in offering a quality of curriculum, mainly during lockdown. A significant contributor
to this has been the development of the school grounds in offering a hands-on, practical and
engaging curriculum;
• Music - this year children in Year 5 and 6 have continued to learn the violin; being taught by a
music professional employed via the Suffolk County Music Service. We have also begun using the

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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music scheme of work ‘Charanga’, which offers a whole-school approach to teaching music. We also
have musicians who will be taking part in a showcase event in Bury St Edmunds later on in the year;
• PE - We continue to offer a high-quality PE provision; a dedicated and skilled Enrichment Leader
teaches PE across the school utilisng the GetSet4PE whole-school resource. Children in Years 3, 4, 5
and 6 have also just begun swimming once a week (for 11 weeks) at Bury St. Edmunds Leisure
Centre; this is an extended provision from last year due to the importance of swimming, competence
and confidence in water and life-saving skills; We have also continued to offer a rich, diverse,
accessible and FREE extra-curricula and enrichment programme (see details below for further
information);
• Art - The school has also offered a creative and practical art curriculum; this has been further
developed by reaching out to experts to provide authentic experiences
e.g. children recently learned how to produce lino-prints with artist,
Katie May;
• History, Geography, French & Computing remain as curriculum areas
the school is now working hard to further develop. Of particular note,
is the goal of working with local historians to develop a curriculum
based upon our local context.

Enrichment
All pupils take part in Forest School sessions every week, and we
have regular enrichment days; this year we have had Quidditch,
fencing and dance.  Our Y5 and Y6 pupils took part in a three-day
residential at the start of this academic year, and all Y5 pupils take

part in Bikeability.

Our wraparound
provision is responsive to parent needs so that we
now have breakfast club running 5 mornings a
week, and after-school clubs till 5pm on three
afternoons; all clubs are currently offered free of
charge.

Children’s University
This year, children in Year 5 & 6 enrolled on the
widely accredited Children’s University charity
scheme, which works in partnership with schools
to develop a love of learning in children. We do
this by encouraging and celebrating participation

in extra-curricular activities in and outside of school. Children receive a passport where they earn
points for their contribution to extra curricular activities. The impact of these activities has proven to
have a positive effect which is why we’re committed to creating a level playing field of opportunity
and opening up access to children of all backgrounds.

Staffing
We have welcomed two new teachers to the school this year - Miss Mansfield and Mrs Pratt, as well
as seeing Mrs Boyd promoted to Deputy Head. We have a stable, dedicated and passionate
workforce and feel positive about the future direction of Bardwell Primary School.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Behavioural Cogs
Our Bardwell Cogs are the lifelong learning skills that we believe children
should be equipped with by the time they leave our school. They are skills
which will enable them to think independently and creatively in order to
be able to tackle the tasks presented to them in all stages of their
educational journey. They were created and agreed by a range of
stakeholders working across the school including teachers, learning
support assistants, governors and parents and they underpin our whole
school curriculum. Within each week, we choose 1 cog to focus on in order
to ensure that they become embedded in learning and to give
opportunities for the children to develop their skills as they move through
the school.

Outdoor Play And Learning (OPAL) and active uniform
Our investment in the OPAL scheme continues to reap rewards; OPAL
improves the quality of day-to-day play times, with a consequent
beneficial impact on behaviour, engagement, learning, personal
development and physical activity/literacy.

Local neighbours will have noticed how the Forest School area is
developing and now has many opportunities for child-led play and
exploration.  Our front playground is also a treasure trove of repurposed
play resources.

We made a radical change to our uniform policy last summer to underpin
our commitment to active, outdoor learning. Children now wear active
footwear and stretch trousers or shorts with a brightly coloured school
logo sweatshirt in one of our six Cog colours. This allows for great
individuality and expression in the pupils and makes for a spectacular
whole school photograph!

Community Partnership & Church links
The school is part of the Tilian Partnership Multi Academy Trust which
now comprises eight schools; all rural Church of England primaries in
Suffolk, within the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich.

Our school’s links with the Church of St Peter and St Paul are very strong and we worship weekly at
the Church and daily in school.  We are grateful for the support of Vicar Karen Burton and Dinkie
Williamson.

We enjoy working with our community and thank all those who got involved with our amazing
Carnival in July last year, also with our outdoor promenade Nativity shows in December which were
featured on ITV Anglia News. We are also working on plans for the Queen’s Jubilee including
painting corgis for the Church flower festival and taking part in the Torch Relay.

Roll forecast
The number of pupils at the school has increased significantly during this last year and is 33%
higher than the most recent roll forecast from SCC. This is great news as it increases our funding

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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and ensures that Bardwell is viable to retain its village school.  However, SCC predicts continuing
low numbers in Reception which is due to the small number of pre-school age children in
catchment.  This means we have to attract children from out of catchment in order to maintain
numbers.   We recognise that having increased numbers of families driving in can have an impact on
our neighbours as there is such limited parking on School Lane. We do our best to alleviate this by
regularly reminding parents and carers about courteous parking.

As we reported last year, we would support both the Parish and District Councils in any plans they
may have to develop small affordable and social housing schemes in the village, in order to attract
younger families to the village who are more likely to be able to walk to school.

Feedback summary

Data reports:
• 83% of parents/carers ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ that the school is well led and 0% ‘Disagree’;
• 77% of the parents ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ that Bardwell Primary makes sure its pupils are well
behaved and 0% ‘Disagree’;
• 94% of the parents ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ that their child(ren) is happy;
• 94% of the parents ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ that their child(ren) makes good progress;
• 61% of the parents ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ that the school responds well to any concerns they
raise with 22% saying no issues needed raising - 1% said ‘Disagree’;
• 94% of the parents ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ that their child(ren) is well-taught;
• Phonics - 93% of our current Y2 cohort passed the PST in the Autumn Term;
• Reading - 75% of all children in the school are reading at or above their Chronological age -
Salfords Spring 1 assessment data;
• NCETM Ready to Progress Criteria - 57% of the RTP statements have been achieved across the
school - Spring 1 (midway point through the academic year);
• 83% of the parents ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ that there is a good range of extra curricular
activities provided;
• 88% of the parents ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ that they receive valuable information about their
child(ren)’s progress - Aut ‘21 survey;
• 83% of the parents ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ that the school’s vision was evident in their response
to the pandemic - Sept ‘21;
• 83% of the parents ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ that the school’s vision and values supported the
mental health and well-being children during the pandemic - Sept ‘21;
• 91% of the parents ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ that the school’s vision and values supported them
during the pandemic - Sept ‘21.

Impact statements from parents:
• ‘Can you please let Mr Francksen know that I really enjoyed reading his newsletter. It was very well
done. Thank you so much.’;
• ‘Loving the new logo. Been a long time coming. Looking crisp and modern.’;
• ‘The lovely Mrs Allman welcomed us back, giving us all the information and answers to our
questions, many thanks again to Mrs Allman.’;
• ‘We saw how incredibly hard you were working over the Summer holidays, tirelessly repairing,
revamping, improving and creating learning zones and spaces, opportunities for learning and
development through play throughout the school building and grounds.’;
• ‘The school classrooms and grounds have been transformed since I first visited the school prior to
the boys attending Stanton Primary (2019)’;
• ‘As parents we enjoy seeing the focus on education at Bardwell, your commitment to stretch and
challenge the boys' abilities in maths for example, we are confident the boys are achieving to the best
of their abilities overall and reassured your expertise in primary years will continue to make
improvements and progress to learning.’;
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• The level of detail in nativity was outstanding, the kids have obviously really enjoyed this style of
learning and it was amazing to see.’;
• ‘It was wonderful watching the children be creative and having fun’;
• ‘The children enjoy learning at Bardwell, "Mrs Boyd makes learning fun", both thoroughly enjoyed
the carnival day which they said was "the best carnival ever!’;
• ‘Thanks for a beautiful end of term, [name] was so happy yesterday and that carnival was an
incredible day! How lucky we are!;
• ‘The nativity play was amazing, again tears because it was just so beautiful.’;
• ‘We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you for providing our sons with a wonderful
school in which they are both thriving as individuals.’;
• ‘The passion you show shines through and I thank God that he has brought myself and children to
this new chapter in our lives.’;
• ‘I can't stop talking about your school and staff ’;
• Parental feedback - ‘The after-school clubs are excellent!’;
• ‘The range of sports day races and events was brilliant, something for everyone. Great fast-paced
atmosphere, really upbeat. I absolutely LOVE seeing the track painted out on that field - wonderful
to have a longer race for the sportier/older children. Mr Hurkett is amazing and all the staff were so
lovely to watch, you can see the great rapport and care they have with/for the children. Also great to
have the PTA there with cold things for sale.’;
• ‘Amazing teachers, Proud to be a Bardwell parent.’;
• ‘We hear some lovely stories and facts from the boys RE lessons with Mrs Box, in fact we have also
learnt a few things from the boys!’;
• Parental feedback - ‘My child is now a 'changed person' who is happy on the way into school and
happy on the way out, it is the 'best decision' I have made and the change in him speaks volumes.’;
• ‘The learning and support you’ve offered to children and families here has been incredible
compared to the school I was previously at.’;
• Parental feedback - ‘The school followed guidelines and worked in a safe manner to protect
pupils.’;
• ‘Information was always sent out to parents in a swift manner thoroughly explaining any actions
taken/going to be taken. I always felt informed and never worried.’;
• Parental feedback - ‘Children's (and families') needs were placed front and centre throughout the
pandemic, with a caring and compassionate staff dedicated to children's welfare at all times. The
focus on mental health when non-KWV children returned in June 2020 and March 2021 was brilliant.
I felt that the negative impact of the pandemic on our children was minimal and that this is as a
result of being a small, responsive and caring school. I was so glad my child was here through the
darkest days of the pandemic and not at a larger school which would have had to enforce procedures
such as strict bubbles, staggered lunches, drop offs, etc. I really feel that our family escaped the
worst effects of the pandemic and the School's response played a very large part in this.

Rob Francksen NPQH MA PGCE BSc
Executive Head

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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 Report no.4 
Bardwell Amblers 

 

 
The Amblers have been enjoying regular walks again, mainly thanks to Dave Coe and his vast knowledge of 
the footpaths of Suffolk. We went to the seaside on a day out in September, which included walk and 
lunch, and had our Christmas dinner, after a short walk, in Woolpit. We meet at 2.00pm (1.00pm in the 
winter) at the Tithe Barn on the second Sunday of the month and share cars to drive to the start point of 
the walk.  Walks are usually about three or four miles. Come and join us! 

Contact details in the Bardwell Village News. 

Ali Compton 

 

 

  
Report no.5 

Bardwell Community Speed Watch 

 

 
After an absence during the first year of Covid lockdowns Bardwell Community Speedwatch has been up 
and running with due health and safety precautions. Our team of four operates all the year round, from 
safe locations allocated by the police community speedwatch team.  We usually do sessions of about an 
hour and only pack up early if it rains. Our  presence is not just to catch people speeding but to encourage 
people driving through our village to be careful.  If we record drivers exceeding the speed limit this is 
reported to the police who will then send a letter to the offender.  If the same person is recorded for a 
second time the police will follow this up and may take further action. Data from our  Vehicle Activated Sign 
shows that there are still a number of people exceeding the speed limit in Spring Road near to the 
Community Field and the Playing Field.  We have been accepted onto the two -year Police/Suffolk County 
Council Speed Safety project to monitor speeds through villages, so we hope that we  will shortly be seeing 
the ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition) equipment in various locations.   

Contact details in the Bardwell Village News. 

Drive carefully! 

Ali Compton 
Bardwell Community Speed-watch 
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Report no.6 
Bardwell Charities Trust 

Trustees Report to the Annual Village Meeting    

Following the resolution of the flooding around the pond and with the Government’s pandemic restrictions, 
the first three months of 2021 were extremely quiet. Due to these restrictions Stocks Fair were unable to come 
in early May but we were able to persuade them to re-book in early September. Cars on The Green were more 
fortunate as restrictions were lifted just in time for the show. 

There were some changes in May to the team of Trustees as, after many years of service, Dr. Kathie Bull retired 
as Chairman. The current team of Trustees, who are all residents of Bardwell, consist of: 

Barry Felton Chairman (Co-opted) 
Tony Stokes Vice Chairman (Nominated by the Parish Council) 
Andrew Smith (Nominated by the Parish Council) 
Dinkie Williamson (Church Warden) 
Julia Steed (Church Warden) 
Angela Cross (Co-opted) 

The Trustees hosted an open event in the Tithe Barn in September, giving village residents the opportunity to 
learn more about the history of the Charities and Littlemoor Green. In response to comments from some 
members of the village, charges for hiring Littlemore Green have been dropped for Bardwell residents but only 
for non-profit making or charity events. 

The Trustees review of the Charity Commission’s 1984 Scheme, which directs how we work, was interrupted by 
the pandemic but will continue in 2022. The review includes an examination of how we might be able to 
provide support for charitable causes and those in need, where the Scheme currently prevents us from doing 
so. 

Barry Felton, Chairman 
Bardwell Charities Trustees, May 2022
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 Report no.7 

Bardwell Playing Fields Association 
 

Some semblance of normality has returned during the last year. Although another year passed without the 
annual fete at the playing field an extremely enjoyable quiz was held in October which was the first BPFA 
event held in the new pavilion.  

The pandemic continued to have an impact on activities but the Grumpy Goat has thrived under the 
guidance & management of Steve Larder. It’s reputation is spread far and wide with recognition now in 
CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide.  

The pandemic has curtailed the opportunity to hold a formal opening of the new building and now the time 
has passed for such an event to occur. However, a board has been erected on the front of the building 
which records all those who made private donations, the funding organisations and all the contractors and 
professionals all of whom contributed to make the project happen.  

A number of improvements have been made to the site this year. Lighting was installed along the pathway 
from the road to the pavilion which is much safer for pedestrians.  

The hedge along the roadside has been laid with considerable benefit to the MUGA by reducing the shade 
onto that side of the court. The court was also pressure washed in the summer although funding from the 
Government’s initiative to improve tennis courts following the success of Emma Raducanu in the US Open 
is only available for sites with at least two courts.  

Improvements to the cricket outfield have been ongoing with funding from Havebury Housing Partnership 
for which we are very grateful.  

An Investigation is in progress by West Suffolk Council to consider an increase in the number of solar panels 
on the roof of both the pavilion and the storage shed.  

The Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held on Monday 16 May. 

Peter Sanderson, Chairman 
Bardwell Playing Fields Association, 26 April 2022 

 

 

 

 Report no.8 
Bardwell Tree Wardens 

 

 

Report to follow. 
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 Report no.9 
Bardwell Village Hall 

 

 
WORKS SERVICES COMPLETED 
Portable Appliance testing, fire alarm and emergency lights Checked.  One inside halogen heater repaired 
and both outside security lights have been replaced with LED ones.  A  new water boiler has been 
purchased.  Paper towel holders and new bins have been bought with hand gels and lots of various signage.  
Also obtaining Broadband is near to fruition, thanks to Tony Stokes  

CARS ON THE GREEN  
Bacon butties and cakes will be served again this year. Teas, coffee and soft drinks also will be on sale.  
Cake makers in or around the village are asked to donate cakes for this year please.  Details will be in the 
village magazine. 

THE NEW LEASE 
The new lease has finally been completed it will now run to 2067. 

THE BOOKING SYSTEM FOR HALL HIRERS 
The Committee is still looking at a system to handle bookings online and one to deal with the accounts if 
feasible plus an interim change to the recording of bookings and the issuing of the booking invoices.  This is 
still ongoing. 

THEATRE GROUPS 
The Spinning Wheel group and the Common Ground Theatre group plus any others are hopefully still going 
to perform in the Tithe barn.  Please check the village magazine and local notices for future productions. 

THE CROWN REHABILITATION SERVICE 
We tried to get them again to do Community service to paint the Windows outside but due to COVID that 
went by the wayside so now not sure of the way forward with them. 

NEW CROCKERY, CUTLERY, GLASSES  
The Nine dozen of each purchased and were originally kept in the green room for hire for weddings  which 
are now kept in the room with the tables however a suitable container is being sought to house these in 
the kitchen storage room but shortly will be moved back into the green room until this container is fitted 
and in use, the  seat covers which were donated are kept in the room with the tables. 

GRANTS 
A big thank you must go to Tony Stokes in obtaining many various grants amounting to well over £15,000+ 
over the forced closed period.  Also, we are starting the ball rolling to obtaining grants for the extension 
plans which we hope to complete in stages if possible 

TREASURER 
Unfortunately our wonderful Treasurer Eileen Russel Roberts will be leaving us in October, sad news indeed 
she will be greatly missed.  So another one is being sought any volunteers please contact Jim Fletcher tel 
no. Is in the front of the village magazine. 
 
Jim Fletcher, Chairman 
Bardwell Village Hall Committee April 2022 
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 Report no.10 
Bardwell Village News 

 

 

We are pleased (and hope you are too!) that we were able to bring you Bardwell Village News throughout 
the pandemic. Some issues during the past two years have been a bit slim and it is nice to see village events 
building up again. Many thanks to our regular contributors and advertisers who have stayed with us and 
supplied us with interesting material. Tim, our editor in chief, retired after many years and we hope to 
continue his good work for the foreseeable future.  

Contact details in the Bardwell Village News. 

Ali Compton 
Editor Bardwell Village News 

 

 

  
Report no.11 

Cars on Bardwell Village Green 

 

 
The Committee were delighted that we were able to hold a show in 2021 and we had a fantastic 
turnout.  Clearly we had to abide by all the COVID rules in place and we were able to do so and WSC were 
helpful in guidance and support both during the Risk assessment work and on the day. The weather was 
glorious and we had a big turnout of exhibitors, stalls and the general public.   

This show has become a major village event and we are lucky that so many people in Bardwell - as well as 
further afield - happily volunteer to run this show. They are too numerous to mention here but the 
Committee would like again to say a big thank you to all the volunteers as we simply could not manage to 
run such an event without this help.  

It is great that all the village organisations and businesses are well supported by this event and we are 
pleased that it enables the organisations to raise much needed funds for the Tithe Barn, our beautiful 
church etc. It is also lovely that so many visitors on the day tell us how delightful our village is and how 
lucky we are to live here - which of course we are.  

The show is run entirely on donations and other support from local businesses for which we are very 
appreciative. `In addition the Trustees now allow us to use the village green for no charge.  

We are looking forward to another great show this year - we have a Hurricane flypast confirmed as well as 
the Knightingales singers. In addition, Bardwell school is presenting a special performance this year for the 
first time. It will be an extra special year as part of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations. This year we have in 
excess of 200 exhibitors - it is going to be amazing and all we need is the sunshine on the day. We look 
forward to seeing the Bardwell villagers on 5th June.  

 

Karen Witton  
COTG Committee 
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GENERAL INFORMATION  2021 

Church  St Peter & St Paul 
Address Church Road, Bardwell, Bury St Edmunds, IP31 1AH 

Benefice Blackbourne Team 
Deanery Ixworth 
Diocese St Edmundsbury and Ipswich 

Stipendiaries Revd. Dr Karen Burton, Team Rector 
The Vicarage, Commister Lane, Ixworth IP31 2HE 

Non-stipendiaries 
Revd. Lesley Norburn 
Revd. Sue Nutt (semi-retired) 
Revd. Tony Redman  
Revd. Jill Walker (semi-retired) 

Bankers Lloyds TSB plc., Risbygate Street, Bury St Edmunds 
CAF Bank, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent 

Examiner Mr Peter Keast, East Cottage, Barnham, Thetford IP24 2NJ 

CHURCH INFORMATION 
Electoral Roll 
Resident 40  
Non-Resident  2 
Average weekly adult attendance (all services) 10  
Average weekly young persons attendance (normal services)  1 

The Parochial Church Council consists of all clergy listed above plus the following elected Lay Members 

Churchwardens  Dinkie Williamson (Lay Elder) 
Julia Steed  

Ordinary Members David Ray 
Eileen Russell Roberts 
Andrew Smith 
Josephine Waters 

Secretary Julia Steed 
Treasurer  Simon Waters  
Deanery Synod Dinkie Williamson 

Aims and Objectives 

The Parochial Church Council has the responsibility for the care of the Church building and churchyard and for 
cooperating with the Team Rector, all the Team Ministry in promoting the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, 
evangelical, social and ecumenical. 

Committees of the PCC 

Standing Committee: This is required by law. It has power, subject to any directions given by the PCC, to transact 
the business of the PCC between meetings. 

Finance and Buildings Committee:  As its name implies, concerns itself with all financial matters and the care of 
the building and churchyard.  It meets as business demands. All are members of the PCC. 

Fund-Raising Committee:  Arranges, manages and develops fund raising activities for the support of church 
general funds and meets as required to arrange the year’s programme. Membership includes people not on the PCC. 

Bardwell Grant Getting Group: As its name implies, concerned itself with seeking grants and working with our 
chosen architect for the major repair and reordering project. 
None of the above committees met during 2020 

Report no.12- Bardwell Annual Meeting
Church of St Peter & St Paul, Bardwell
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Associated Committees 
 
Friends of Bardwell Church:  Encourages all members of the parish to support our Grade I listed church and its 
surroundings.  Its constitution provides that its committee is a sub-committee of the PCC and its finances form part of 
the accounts, but it operates independently of the Fundraising Committee. Membership includes people not on the 
PCC. 
 
 
REVIEW OF THE YEAR 
 
Worship 
 
The church has been able to remain open for worship and private prayer throughout this year. This is despite many 
restrictions until the end of March. The coronavirus has continued to influence peoples’ attitudes to being with other 
people and reduced confidence in attending church services. However, our Rector, Karen, and the clergy team have 
continued to live stream Sunday services via Facebook, at 8am (BCP) and 10am (Holy Communion –a service which 
is also held in St Mary’s Ixworth) each Sunday.  
A team of our clergy and Lay Elders have continued to support Karen in leading daily services of Morning and 
Evening Prayer, through Facebook. 
   
Sunday Services and worship: 
The new pattern of services has been: Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month (led by our curate, Rev 
Lesley Norburn) with Morning Worship on the 3rd Sunday (led by Dinkie Williamson, Lay Elder). Attendance has been 
low with numbers attending rarely exceeding 10. The special festival services (Easter, Remembrance, Christmas) 
were reasonably well attended, though with reduced numbers than in previous years. 
Home Communions was given to 6 church members in their homes or gardens, as allowed, across the year. 
 
From the Registers:  
We had two baptisms (May and November), one wedding (September) and two funerals (John Ruffles, in March and 
Brian Sturgeon in December). These two people have made significant contributions both to the village and church 
over many years. They are very sadly missed. Ashes were interred for two other people from our parish. 
 
The Deanery Confirmation service was held on 21st November with Bishop Mike preaching. 
 
Ministry to Children:  
Messy Church:  Messy church by Zoom took place in March, for Mothering Sunday. We enjoyed cups of tea as we 
exchanged news and enjoyed seeing each other again. 3 further Messy Churches were held across the rest of the 
year, with our few, but regular families, inside the church. They continue to be enjoyed as much by the parents as the 
children! Wonderfully creative and messy ideas are inspired by Jill Harrison and Sam Elliot following the bible theme. 
They are vital team members, for which we are grateful. 
 
Bardwell CE Primary School: visitors have not been allowed in schools for most of this year. Therefore, offering 
Foundation Governor support to the school with these restrictions has meant that only virtual events could take place 
for much of the year. Open the Book has not been possible.  However, their Harvest Service was held in the church 
in early October, on a Wednesday morning. Delightedly, the whole school has since walked up to the church for their 
Collective Worship service every Wednesday morning.   
 
Coffee Mornings: Were able to take place from April, to meet a social need which was more important than for 
fundraising. See detailed comments on Fundraising, later in this report. 
 
The Porch Food Bank: The food bank has continued all this year. Increasing donations of warm clothing and 
household goods were also being received and have been much appreciated. 
 
The PCC has continued to meet and manage usual business, using Zoom 
 
Dinkie Williamson, Lay Elder 
 
The Fabric 
 
As reported last year, in December 2020 a significant chunk of stone broke off the reredos and fell to the chancel 
floor.  The church architect was commissioned to report on the damage in January 2021 and a repair was carried out 
in June 2021 by Suffolk Masonry Services, with the limited redecoration subsequently required carried out by 
volunteers. 
In the September we had our ‘Visitation’ check; all went well with all in order. Our Quinquennial inspection took place 
in October, the previous one being September 2016. Whilst new items were identified, these are, in the main, 
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connected with maintenance. The PCC was congratulated by our architect on the repair and reordering 
achievements since the 2016 QQ inspection. 

There were a number of items that were intended to be in the ‘big project’ which finished in February 2020 but were 
excluded from it to save costs.  Three of these were carried out in 2021.  Firstly, Auravisions, the company that 
carried out the project work on our medieval stained-glass windows, came back in July 2021 to carry out 2 repairs to 
the stained glass in the east chancel window, and to replace all the cracked window glass on the spiral staircase.  
Secondly, the redundant and unsightly ironwork on the nave buttress above the boiler house (which many years ago 
supported the flue for a solid fuel boiler) was removed and the buttress made good by volunteers.  Thirdly, an initial 
coat of limewash was applied to the ‘new’ walls and ceilings in the toilet and vestry, again by volunteers. 
 
The following specific routine maintenance and inspection work was carried out in 2021: 
The lightning protection system was tested in January. 
The church yard trees were inspected professionally in May. 
The fire extinguishers were serviced in July. 
The downpipes, gulleys, and drains were cleared in August (by volunteers). 
Electrical Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) was carried out in September. 
A Quinquennial Inspection by the church architect was carried out in October. 
The bells installation had an annual service in November 21. 
 
We continue to be blessed by, and very grateful to, the volunteers who continue to help look after the church and the 
churchyard.  In addition to the cleaners and flower arrangers who do so much to make the interior of the church so 
welcoming two significant examples were: the thorough cleaning, relabelling and cataloguing of the kneelers, which 
had been under wraps during the repairs and for Covid precautions, with thanks to Julia Steed and her husband and 
the reoiling of all the new oak woodwork in the reordered areas by Graham Colthorpe.  
 
Dave Ray 
 
 
Churchyard 
 
Grass areas in the church yard grass have continued to be cut and strimmed under our contract.  There were three 
churchyard work parties during which volunteers carried out a lot of tidying and clearing work (more detail in the 
Friends of Bardwell Church report), which together with the grass-cutting, has kept the church yard looking generally 
tidy.  Some important tree work required following the inspection was carried out by a tree surgeon. 
 
Inspired by a feature on BBC’s Countryfile, about ‘Caring for God’s Acre’ (CfGA), the PCC became members CfGA at 
the end of 2020.  This membership is guiding how best to maintain a balance between appropriate tidiness whilst 
respecting the natural habitat of all creatures in this ancient churchyard. While the current burial areas, on the east of 
the church were mown and strimmed, as required, further areas were unmown i.e some increased wild areas were 
only mown to maintain the footpaths. As a result, it was a delight to discover three large areas of cowslips. Bardwell 
School visited the churchyard for “Love your Burial Ground week’ in June and had fun spotting and identifying 
insects. 
 
Dave Ray 
 
Bell Ringers Report 
 
A single bell was tolled for the funeral service of John Ruffles on 4 March, with the appreciation of all the family. John 
was a supporter of the Bardwell’s bells and his son David is one of our loyal band of ringers. Sadly, there could be no 
visits from other ringers this year. 
 
Ruth Suggett (Tower Captain) 
 
 
 
The Friends of Bardwell Church  
 
The Friends of Bardwell Church seek to raise funds and provide volunteer help with repairing, maintaining, and 
improving the church building and church yard.  
 
The year saw the continuing Coronavirus pandemic and the associated restrictions to minimise the spread of the 
disease.  As restrictions started to ease in the summer the Friends committee met (by Zoom) to consider the situation 
in relation to possible fund-raising events later in the year, but decided to take the prudent course and not hold any 
events in 2021 – so we had a second year without any Friends’ events!  The lack of any events during the year 
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obviously impacted on the Friends’ finances but there was still some very useful income from membership 
subscriptions and donations. 
 
Friends played a major role in four formal work parties during the year – church yard work parties on 14th & 31st July, 
and 23rd October, and a church work party on 21st August.  These were well-supported.  The church yard work 
included cutting long-neglected hedges, tidying graves including strimming, raking away cut long grass, cutting ivy on 
trees and on the church, and carrying out a lot of ‘simple’ tree work that had been authorised and was within the 
capabilities of our volunteers.  Some more challenging tree work was entrusted to a tree surgeon.  There were 
numerous trips to the Household Waste Recycling Centres to dispose of church yard waste.  The work on the church 
included some work that had been excluded from the ‘big project’ to save money, but which we had undertaken to do 
with volunteers – this comprised the removal of unsightly and redundant iron work from a north-side buttress above 
the boiler house (which had originally supported the flue from a solid fuel boiler), and limewashing the ‘new’ walls and 
ceiling in the toilet and vestry.  There were also other minor ad hoc events when a few volunteers carried out 
necessary work including clearing downpipes, gulleys, and drains. 
 
At the end of 2020, a large part of the reredos at the east end of the chancel had broken away and landed almost 
intact on the chancel floor.  The church had to commission an architect’s report and then a stonemason to carry out 
the repair.  The Friends funded both the report and the repair. 
 
Early in the year the Friends’ website was updated and migrated from a ‘stand-alone’, One Suffolk site, to part of the 
Bardwell Church website.  This was done at no cost and will save us the cost of the annual subscription to One 
Suffolk in future years. 
 
I would like to record my grateful thanks go to the Friends committee, to the Friends members, to all those who 
organised, helped at, and supported our work parties over the year, and to those who subscribed to or donated 
generously to our funds – without all of you much less would have been achieved. 
 
Dave Ray 
Chairman, Friends of Bardwell Church Committee 
 
 
Fund Raising for the Church’s annual costs  
 
Fundraising opportunities have again, this year, been limited, due to the restrictions necessary for managing the 
Coronavirus. We missed both the income and the opportunity for social gatherings in our usual Summer Fete, 
Harvest Supper and Christmas Fair. 
However, we did offer Coffee mornings from April onwards as the restrictions eased. Initially, these were held in the 
churchyard and were held more to provide social opportunities for those who had been alone during lockdown than 
for fundraising.  They had to be offered as ‘Bring Your Own Coffee’ mornings until the end of August and were 
appreciated. A picnic tea was held in June and a fund- raising BBQ in July. In September we welcomed around 70 
visitors to the church who came for the Heritage weekends, the SHCT Ride and Stride, cream teas and the sale of 
Robert Whybrow’s paintings. Our 4 cyclists, between them, raised £1600 for the SHCT, half of which has or will be 
returned to us.  This is an amazing achievement and a record for Bardwell! We are very grateful to our cyclists and to 
all who sponsored them. Our thanks also go the generous people who, over the heritage weekends, baked and 
served an array of scones and cakes. We restarted our Bring and Buy Coffee mornings in the autumn and held our 
first two Soup Lunches. We greatly look forward to welcoming our community back in 2022, as public confidence 
increases. 
 
Deanery Report 
 
The Deanery Synod met 4 times across the year. The theme of the non- business part of the evenings was ’Exploring 
your Vocation’, with visiting speakers from aspects of lay Ministry including Lay Elders and visits from the Lay 
Vocations Team and a presentation by Lightwave. 
From the Deanery Plan Annual Review: the value of planned giving was now being widely actioned by PCC’s. 
There is a proposal from the Deanery Organiser’s Report for skill sharing amongst Treasurer’s to provide a pool of 
resources for use as needed. 
To Note: Edmund Harris has been appointed the new DAC Secretary, commencing January 2022 
 
Andrew Payne led 'Faith Pictures' in September.  It had been well attended and very well received.   
 
Visitations of Churches that had been delayed from 2020 were carried out in September. 
 
A Deanery Confirmation Service was held on 21st November with Bishop Mike, at Bardwell Church. 8 Candidates 
were confirmed.  
 
 Dinkie Williamson, Deanery Representative 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
Income: 
-Fundraising 
This was traditionally an essential part of the church’s income but it accounted for 8% of Unrestricted income in 2021, 
though this is up from 6% in 2020.  
 
-Collections at Services 
While more services were held in the church in 2021 compared to 2020 this source of income remained very low 
compared to pre-pandemic years. Services in church are important for the financial side of the Church, though the 
collection plate can be overlooked when income reviews are undertaken.  
Utilising the Gift Aid Small Donation Scheme (GASDS) means the PCC can claim the tax back on all anonymous 
donations collected at services. The reduction in service collections results in a reduction in the GASDS income. 
 
-Donations 
Donations overall are up compared to 2020 which is mainly due to a few very generous donations from individuals. 
Following the inclusion of a leaflet in the village magazine several new donors joined the Parish Giving Scheme 
(PGS). This is a way for people to give regularly to the church via direct debit. The Gift Aid is claimed on a monthly 
basis which means the church is better able to budget and plan.  
The PCC have also set up a Just Giving Page.  
 
-Grants 
The PCC receives grant funding from a range of sources including a significant grant from the Parish Council for 
churchyard grass cutting and a grant from the Bardwell United Charities towards the cost of insuring the Grade I 
Listed church building.  
 
-Gift Aid 
Gift Aid and GASDS payments were received for donations received in 2020 and on those donations made through 
the Parish Giving Scheme in 2021. 
GASDS should not be overlooked by donors or events organisers, as GASDS can be claimed on any 
donations/collections made within the church building, whether at a service, fundraising event or by visiting Ringing 
groups.  
Any Gift Aid received on a ‘Restricted’ donation is recorded as Restricted to the same purpose as the original 
donation.  
 
Expenditure: 
-Parish Share 
In 2021 Bardwell paid £7,300 towards the Parish Share which included the £1,290 rolled forwards from 2020. This 
fulfilled the PCC’s commitment to the Diocese and wider Church.  
The PCC is committed to contributing to the wider Church and to ensure we continue to have a Rector for Bardwell.  
 
-Insurance 
This cost just over £2,000 in 2021 and is the single biggest regular expense after the Parish Share. A donation from 
the Bardwell Charities paid for the cost of Insurance for this year. The PCC changed insurer delivering a saving of 
just over £400 (from Ecclesiastical to Trinitas). 
The insurance covers the church building, contents and Public and Employee Liability (includes volunteers). The 
insurance covers all services, fundraising events and those attending the same, but it places certain requirements on 
the PCC to ensure we operate safely and within appropriate laws, such as testing of electrical appliances, the 
lightning rod and fire appliances such as extinguishers.  
 
-Utilities 
The utility costs dropped in 2021, partly following the end of the Project but also because of the Lockdowns.  
 
Designated Funds: 
The PCC has designated part of the Unrestricted Fund for the Project and part as a Reserve. The PCC is waiting to 
see how things unfold before progressing proposals for these Funds. 
 
Simon Waters, PCC Treasurer 
 
Other Interests of the PCC: 
-The Tithe Barn 
The PCC, with the Diocese, is the beneficial owner of the Bardwell Village Hall (the Tithe Barn) and has granted a 
lease to the Tithe Barn Committee for a small annual ground rent, which may be subject to periodic reviews as 
specified in the lease. The PCC reserves, in the lease, rights of use without charge under certain circumstances.  
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Other Responsibilities of Church Members 
  
The Rector and Churchwardens are, ex officio, trustees of the three Bardwell Charities.  
 
The Rector and Churchwardens are, ex officio, managing trustees of Bardwell School and House (currently 
‘leased’ to the Tilian Academy). 
 
Dinkie Williamson (Churchwarden and Lay Elder) is Co-chair and the PCC’s appointed member of the School 
Governance Committee of Bardwell CE Primary School, acting, locally, as a ‘Foundation Governor’.  
 
Julia Steed (Churchwarden) is Co-chair of the School Governance Committee of Bardwell CE Primary School and 
newly elected by the PCC as a second Foundation Governor. 

Andrew Smith (PCC member) represents the PCC on the Tithe Barn Committee  

Dave Ray (PCC member) is the elected Chairman of Friends of Bardwell Church. 
 
 
 
 
Lay Chairman 
Dinkie Williamson 
 
March 2022 
On behalf of the PCC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Bardwell PCC 

Statement of Financial Activities for the year ending 31 December 2021

Funds   …      Unrestricted Designated Restricted All Funds All Funds
Fund Funds Total Funds Total Total Total 2020

Income
1 - Tax Efficient Planned Giving £1,500.00 £230.00 £1,730.00 £2,465
2 - Other Planned Giving £0.00 £0
3 - Other Collections at Services £150.15 £149.87 £300.02 £279
4 - All Other Recurring & One-off Giving/Donations £7,575.27 £955.38 £8,530.65 £5,406
6 - Gift Aid Reclaimed £1,658.03 £224.43 £1,882.46 £4,289
7 - Legacies £250.00 £250.00 £0
8 - Grants Recurring & Non-Recurring £3,281.91 £3,281.91 £95,734
9 - Fundraising Gross Income £1,165.00 £1,165.00 £1,298
10 - Property, Investment & Interest Income £0.12 £0.12 £129
11 - PCC Fees £1,917.00 £356.75 £2,273.75 £981
12 - Trading Income £64.00 £64.00 £7
13 - Other Income £352.96 £2,698.95 £3,051.91 £35,501
Transfers between Funds £421.75 £421.75 £49,373
Total Income £14,632.53 £0.00 £8,319.04 £22,951.57 £195,464

Expenditure
17 - Fundraising Costs £86.25 £86.25 £24
18 - Mission Giving, Charitable Grants/Donation £15.00 £15.00 £451
19 - Parish Share £7,300.00 £7,300.00 £9,100
20 - Salaries/Honoraria £15.00 £240.00 £255.00 £330
21 - Clergy Expenses £800.00 £6.75 £806.75 £1,060
22 - Mission/Evangelism Costs £104.00 £104.00 £2,854
23 - Curch Running Expenses £2,067.89 £6,792.56 £8,860.45 £6,720
24 - Utility Bills £412.31 £412.31 £1,916
25 - Trading Costs £0.00 £0
27 - Major Repairs/Redecoration to church £326.40 £1,411.20 £1,737.60 £168,973
28 - Major Repairs/Redecoration to Church Property £0.00 £0
29 - New Building Work £0.00 £0
Transfers between Funds £421.75 £421.75 £49,373
Total Expenditure £11,126.85 £1,411.20 £7,461.06 £19,999.11 £240,802

Income less Expenditure £3,505.68 -£1,411.20 £857.98 £2,952.46 -£45,338

Funds at start £1,706.10 £6,141.27 £5,437.28 £13,284.65 £58,864

Funds at end £5,211.78 £4,730.07 £6,295.26 £16,237.11 £13,285

£13,285

Current Account £12,530.12
Deposit Account £881.49
Friends Account £2,280.87
Cash £544.63
Total £16,237.11

Balances held as at 31 December 2021
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 Report no.13 
Friends of Bardwell Church 

 

 
This report covers the calendar year 2021.  The year saw the continuing Coronavirus pandemic and the 
associated restrictions to minimise the spread of the disease.  As restrictions started to ease in the summer 
the Friends of Bardwell Church committee met (by Zoom) to consider the situation in relation to possible 
events later in the year, but decided to take the prudent course and not hold any events in 2021 – so we 
had a second year without any Friends’ events! 
 
Friends played a major role in four formal work parties during the year – church yard work parties on 14 & 
31 Jul, and 23 Oct, and a church work party on 21 Aug.  These were well-supported.  The church yard work 
included cutting long-neglected hedges, tidying graves including strimming, raking away cut long grass, 
cutting ivy on trees and on the church, and carrying out a lot of ‘simple’ tree work that had been authorised 
and was within the capabilities of our volunteers.  Some more challenging tree work was entrusted to a tree 
surgeon.  There were numerous trips to the Household Waste Recycling Centres to dispose of church yard 
waste.  The work on the church included some work that had been excluded from the ‘big project’ to save 
money, but which we had undertaken to do with volunteers – this comprised the removal of unsightly and 
redundant iron work from a north-side buttress above the boiler house (which had originally supported the 
flue from a solid fuel boiler), and limewashing the ‘new’ walls and ceiling in the toilet and vestry.  There 
were also other minor ad hoc events when a few volunteers carried out necessary work including clearing 
downpipes, gulleys, and drains. 
 
At the end of 2020, a large part of the reredos at the east end of the chancel had broken away and landed 
almost intact on the chancel floor.  The Parochial Church Council (PCC) had to commission an architect’s 
report and then a stonemason to carry out the repair.  The Friends’ Committee decided to fund both the 
report and the repair – a decision that the PCC was very grateful for, given the poor state of church finances 
due to the impact of the pandemic. 
 
The lack of any events during the year obviously impacted on Friends’ income, although we still got very 
useful income from membership subscriptions and donations. 
 
Early in the year the Friends’ website was updated and migrated from a ‘stand alone’ One Suffolk site, to 
part of the Bardwell Church website.  This was done at no cost and will save us the cost of the annual 
subscription to One Suffolk in future years. 
 
I would like to record my grateful thanks to the Friends committee, to the Friends members, to all those 
who organised, helped at, and supported our work parties over the year, and to those who subscribed to or 
donated generously to our funds – without all of you much less would have been achieved. 
 
Dave Ray, Chairman 
Friends of Bardwell Church 
April 2022 
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 Report no.14 
Friends of Ixworth Library 

 

 
During the past year the Library, like many other organisations, has had to deal with Covid. In addition the 
manager of Ixworth Library retired and we had a complete change of library staff.  
Despite these challenges the Library at Ixworth is still a vital part of the community of West Suffolk. It 
supports members in Ixworth and the circle of villages around it including Bardwell. 
 
The Library continued to lend books and other material during last year, with an online request system and 
also an 'electronic library' including eBooks, eMagazines downloadable music and eNewspapers. 
 
The Library was able to run the annual summer reading event for children from the villages and 
surrounding areas and this was actively supported by FOIL! 
 
The Library at Ixworth is part of a network of 44 libraries in the county operated by Suffolk Libraries This is a 
mutual organisation, and a charity set up for the Benefit of the Community, where the majority of 
members are the constituent libraries. These are represented by formally established and constituted 
library groups. FOIL is the charity which supports Ixworth Library as such a group.  
 
SLIPS is funded, in the main, by a contract with Suffolk County Council (SCC) to provide library services and 
the council has decided to extend the contract for a further 2 years. The Library itself 
is run and managed by professional staff. FOIL supports this and is a part of the governance of the Suffolk 
Libraries. Indeed, the current chair is a member of FOIL. 
 
FOIL has over 60 members, the core of whom are from Ixworth. Library services in a rural area present 
significant challenges and in a period of austerity and lockdown increasingly so. Against this, changes in 
technology that impact on reading and listening also offer opportunities. 
 
Jim Murray 
Friends of Ixworth Library, May 2022 
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 Report no.15 
Ixworth Patient Association 

 

“ Report to Bardwell Annual Village Meeting 9th May 2022”  

A Bit of History  

As you probably know the Patient Association was formed way back in 1988 by a group of volunteers to 
support the work of the GPs by organising discussions about medical concerns and raising money for 
equipment or services not covered by the NHS.  

Over the years far more information on health care is available on TV and magazines. Interest in 
volunteering has wained. However, the Association has continued to provide a successful transport service 
to enable frail patients to visit the Surgery - this has reduced the demand for staff to spend time travelling 
to make house calls and so have more time to treat patients. The Association has some 20 volunteer drivers 
and their efforts are much appreciated by all.  

The Association is supported by ad hoc patient donations and the occasional charitable contribution from 
some local Parish Councils.  

Population Patient Profile?  

Currently, about 9,000 local people are registered with Ixworth Surgery with an approximate 50/50 split 
male/female. Approximate percentages by village are:  

Ixworth 22 Stanton 10 Honington 9 Bardwell 7 Walsham 6 Gt Barton 5  

Pakenham 5 Thurston 5 Barningham 4 Troston 3 The Rest* 24 

 The wide spread of “The Rest” is part of the complexity in serving a rural community: Ampton, Badwell 
Ash, Barnham, Coney Weston, Euston, Fakenham Magna, Gt Ashfield, Gt Livermere, Hepworth, Ingham, 
Ixworth Thorpe, Little Livermere, Market Weston, Norton, Sapiston, Stowlangtoft, Tostock, and Wattisfield.  

The planned buildings of many thousands of new homes in this area will add pressure to our GP Practice.  

But where are we now?  

As to be expected, Covid restrictions on meeting people and running community events has limited Patient 
Association activities. Initiatives to: encourage balance and strength classes to help prevent osteoporosis; 
fund musical events in Care Homes; and support trials of AF monitors to reduce the incidence of Stroke; 
have all rather foundered.  

However, the sessions to help young people with anxiety and depression have continued and the volunteer 
drivers remain active - but not used as often as the past. Most of the drivers are retired and regarded as in 
the vulnerable category.  

Over the last two years, the Surgery has had to limit face-to-face contact with patients where possible and 
telephone consultations have become the norm. The inevitable delays in the triaging of requests for 
appointments, of course, has led to complaints. Gone are the days when patients could just arrive and 
queue in a crowded waiting room.  

Despite what appears to be an empty Surgery, our doctors and nurses have continued to be as busy as ever 
treating the same number of patients as before the pandemic. Indeed, dealing with the long term effects of 
Covid and the complex illnesses the virus can acerbate has consumed much of our GPs ’time. (As can be 
imagined, Government announcements that GPs should just work even longer hours has gone down 
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particularly badly!) Organising the vaccination programme and chasing supplies of vaccine has also 
stretched the staff - as well as needing to isolate when they detect symptoms or go ill for weeks 
themselves.  

The good news is that for many minor illnesses the pharmacy has stepped up its role in providing advice as 
well as dispensing prescriptions. On-line advice from artificial- intelligence systems like e-consult have 
proved popular - to some. A fear is that underlying serious conditions are not being spotted and some 
patients are just “struggling-on” not wanting “to bother the doctor....”  

Staff at Ixworth have administered over 17,000 COVID vaccinations and 3,000 flu vaccinations since January 
2021. And here we go again! As vaccine effectiveness wears off, boosters are needed. As per previous 
doses, the Surgery will be putting on extra clinics when stock becomes available. (It seems as Suffolk is seen 
by Central Government to be relatively healthy we appear to be at the back of the queue?)  

Research Activities  

The Surgery has also been enrolled in three research studies. One is called “Active Brains” - a cohort of 425 
randomly selected 60-85 year olds to investigate healthy lifestyle changes and activities that can help to 
keep their brain fit. The second is called “The Immune Defence Study.” Its aim is to reduce colds, flu and 
similar infections and investigate the use of nasal sprays to prevent infections. Dr Raj is overseeing the 
surgery's contribution to the SAFER stroke prevention study which aims to help improve outcomes for 
patients with undiagnosed arterial fibrillation.  

Naturally, patient data is only given to the research team when the patient’s themselves provide it when 
signing up for the research.  

What does the future hold?  

Probably more of the same problems - indeed, qualified staff are hard to attract and more staff are 
choosing to retire early. Ixworth Surgery continues to be stretched to meet the increasing demand for 
medical care. Fortunately, unlike some neighbouring Practices, it has been able to recruit GPs, nursing staff 
and pharmacists. Despite trials and tribulations, the Surgery is rated “Good” by the Government’s 
Healthwatch.  

The Surgery has also been awarded Veteran Friendly Status in recognition of the extra support it can 
provide to ex-military personnel - in particular in tackling the mental and family problems faced by young 
early-leavers from Army life.  

The “big issue” is probably the proposed change in the organisation of the NHS next month intended to 
better integrate physical and mental health care - and social services. Sounds a good idea. The Clinical 
Commissioning Groups run by GPs is to be replaced by Integrated Care Boards - and a plethora of alliance 
relationships, funding regimes, locality committees, networking arrangements and admin liaison roles... 
perhaps not such a good idea?  

To Be a Voice?  

An idea might be to run regular feedback events in the various villages around Ixworth to seek the 
experience of patients and their families of the new organisation - perhaps as an item on your Parish 
Council Agenda? Our feedback may help our GPs develop their plans and funding proposals?  

If you would like to know more about the Association - and perhaps take an active role - please contact me: 
graemenorris46@gmail.com  

Dr Graeme Norris  
Chairman of the Patient Association  
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 Report no.16 
Red Hat Bees of Bardwell 

 

 
The Red Hat Bees of Bardwell is a registered chapter of the International Red Hat Society 

It is not a charity, quite simply a friendship group for ladies. The society was founded in Fullerton California 
USA in 1998, by Sue Ellen Cooper.  

Vivian Bewley founded Red Hat Bees of Bardwell Bees in 2014. Over the past 8 years the chapter has gone 
from strength to strength. Meeting on a regular basis at The Six Bells in Bardwell on the second Friday of 
each month. That is set in stone, we also hold a regular Book Club at The Grumpy Goat, Brunch on a  
bi monthly basis there too Birthday lunch’s each month at a variety of venues. This year The Bees hosted 
our Society’s AGM “Gathering of Queens “at The Victoria Hotel in Lowestoft, a 3-day event, postponed for 2 
years due to the pandemic.  Pre lockdown we hosted The Red Hat Convention in Torquay, over 200 Hatters 
attended, we billed this event as “Rocking the Riviera”, it proved such a success later this year we are 
“Revisiting the Riviera “a return visit to the Toorak Hotel Torquay. Our jaunts take us further afield too, 
recently hosting a multi chapter visit to the Floriade Expo & Keukenhof Gardens in the Netherlands.  

We pride ourselves in being a warm & welcoming chapter, open to all. 

Members attend as many or as few chapter events as they wish, to suit their taste & pockets, our rules are 
few. Red Hat Society Membership & Chapter membership, a must whenever we meet we wear our colours 
Purple with Red Hats.  

This year is very special for all of us as we celebrate the Queens Jubilee, our chapter are proud to be taking 
part in the Jubilee Flower Festival being held at Bardwell Church, we are having great fun designing our 
stand ……. 

“The Queens Love of Horse Racing“  

We thought this was quite apt for us Red Hatters as the royal racing colours (silks) are purple & red. Please 
do come along to Bardwell church, the festival opens at 2pm on Friday 3rd June, you can see our 
interpretation.  

Should you wish to find out a little more about our chapter do feel free to view our website 
rhbeesofbardwell or contact Viv on 01359 251547, mobile 07711 560820, 
email: rhbeesofbardwell@gmail.com 
 
Vivian Bewley 
Red Hat Bees of Bardwell, May 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

026

tel:01359%20251547
tel:07711%20560820
mailto:rhbeesofbardwell@gmail.com


 Report no.17 
Suffolk County Councillor, Joanna Spicer MBE 

 
 
I was honoured to be re-elected in May 2021 as your County Councillor.  Many of the concerns discussed 
with parish councils when I was first elected in 1989 have now been resolved, but worryingly some big 
challenges still remain and new ones have come along!   There is still the difficulty of managing demand for 
new houses with the quality of life in our villages that we hold dear.  If there have to be new developments, 
whatever the scale, they should bring with them added value for a village such as green space, rights of way, 
play equipment or road safety improvements.  This should be in addition to the provision of adequate school 
places and environmental gains. 

Over the last year Covid19 has continued to disrupt much of our lives and furthermore had a devastating 
effect on children’s education as well as family loss and illness.  I am proud that the County Council has led 
the public sector partnerships in both response and recovery.  The funding from Government has been 
considerable (over £150 million) and now it is important that it is all accounted for.   I am playing a significant 
role in the governance and expenditure review of Covid19 grants as I am continuing to be the Chairman of 
the County Council Audit Committee. 

In addition to our Covid response the county council has had to adapt to the implications of Brexit and now 
we are responding as best we can to the crisis in Ukraine.  We have increased our refugee support service 
and additionally, we were the first council in the country to cancel our contract for gas with Russia.  
Christopher and I have been pleased to welcome a Ukrainian mother and four-year-old daughter to stay with 
us. 

In parish council meetings I am sometimes asked for more information about the bigger issues facing Suffolk 
as a county.  These include major infrastructure projects (like Sizewell C, solar and wind farms and off shore 
energy issues) environmental matters including our policies relating to climate change and carbon reduction, 
strategic transport links, the proposed Freeport of Felixstowe.  I could fill several pages of an annual report 
on these issues but prefer to liaise with constituents or parish councils on issues they feel important. 

This has been a busy year for Bardwell and I am pleased that the County Council has been able to play a small 
part in that. I do recognise that there are outstanding highways issues including flooding at the junction of 
Low Street and Quaker Lane, safety in Church Road and the awaited repair to the footbridge over the river. 

I remain very proud that I have been able to play a part in the ongoing development and enhancement of 
your Community Field which has been such a success.  The allotment sheds have just been finished and I was 
pleased to give a grant of nearly £1,000. 

As always road safety is a great concern and I do recognise that Bardwell is used as a short cut for too many 
motorists and the roads around the village are not designed for that.  I praise the speed-watch team for their 
hard work. I hope residents are pleased that the speed limits on the A143 have now been changed. 

Looking ahead there are some big issues that I wish to work with the Parish Council on.  First and foremost 
will be the location and design for any new housing in Bardwell – especially as a site under consideration by 
the District Council is Suffolk County Council farm land off School Lane. 

I would like to thank Parish Council members and the Chairman David Ruffles very much for making me 
welcome at your meetings and my thanks also to your excellent clerk Pauline Smith.  I am fortunate to have 
an effective working partnership with Andrew Smith as District Councillor and together we try and navigate 
the complexities of our different local authority responsibilities! 
 
Joanna Spicer,  
Suffolk County Councillor, May 2022 
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 Report no.18 
West Suffolk District Councillor – Andrew Smith 

 

 
West Suffolk Local Plan – 2040   
Any local plan starts with a “call” for sites, which invites land-owners to submit a plot or plots that they 
believe could be developed for homes. Some of you may recall the original “Issues and Options” 
consultation that contained three potential development sites in Bardwell, one at the top of Knox Lane, one 
at Street Farm Low Street and finally one in School Lane. Upon receipt of these submissions West Suffolk 
had a legal duty to apply Government mathematical principles to each site and arrived at a potential 
number of additional homes for Bardwell of nearly 190 (subject to scrutiny and local policies). The current 
number of homes in Bardwell is just shy of 360. 

Additionally, Bardwell under the previous local plan was designated a “Local Service Centre,” which should 
have reflected the services available residents in Bardwell. 

The Parish Council in response to the first consultation challenged the appropriateness of the Knox Lane 
and Low Street sites, but supported a small development in School Lane, and sought a re-designation to a 
“Type A” village. I am pleased to report that I was able to gain support of West Suffolk Officers for these 
changes. 

The next “preferred sites” consultation starts on the 26thMay 2022, which includes for 15 homes in School 
Lane and none elsewhere. 

Just one note of caution that there will be another call for sites as part of the consultation process.  

Supporting refugees - playing our part 
West Suffolk Council together with organisations and local authorities across Suffolk have pledged their 
full backing for the Ukrainian people, with the offer of help for refugees arriving in the County and 
support for the national Homes for Ukraine scheme. 

We are part of Suffolk’s Ukraine Task Group alongside representatives from the county’s other local 
authorities, three Clinical Commissioning Groups, Health Outreach, Suffolk police, Suffolk Refugee 
Support, Anglia Care Trust and Community Action Suffolk.  

The Task Group exists to ensure that refugees' arrival into Suffolk goes as smoothly as possible – 
considering how best to meet refugees’ health and wellbeing needs, what assistance can be provided 
with school admissions, and how we can offer support to help with integration and ESOL (English for 
speakers of other languages), particularly if there are lots of people arriving in dispersed, rural locations. 

In particular West Suffolk Council is helping with homing people and making the links to other support 
organisations. We have already been conducting a number of home checks on properties of residents 
who have applied to host refugees. 

Questions about what we are doing across the districts and the county to support Ukrainian Refugees 
and information on how you can help is available on the Suffolk Council website – you can also sign up to 
receive a weekly email update by sending your details to refugeesupport@suffolk.gov.uk 

Cornhill marks milestone as countdown to completion begins (westsuffolk.gov.uk) 
West Suffolk Council is behind the redevelopment of the former Post Office. The building work being 
carried out by Barnes Construction, is scheduled for completion this summer. Once finished, it will: 
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• protect the Victorian Cornhill front while bringing it back into economic use and improving 
accessibility 

• create a new commercial front onto St Andrews Street South, better connecting the historic town 
centre with the arc 

• widen the Market Thoroughfare walkway at ground-floor level by more than 50 per cent, 
encouraging footfall between the historic town centre and the arc 

• deliver two new ground floor commercial units, with 12 flats above 
• benefit from energy efficiency measures including new windows, solar panels and an Air Source 

Heat Pump 

Council Tax Rebate Grant (westsuffolk.gov.uk) 
Households on direct debit: We are in the process of administering over £6.3million of the Rebate Grant to 
more than 42,000 households whose residents pay their Council Tax by direct debit. Those who signed up 
to direct debit and have had their first successful Council Tax payment by direct debit before the end of 
April 2022 will receive their grant by the end of April 2022. New direct debit payers still awaiting their first 
successful direct debit payment will be able to check our webpage 
https://www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/counciltax/council-tax-rebate-grant.cfm to see when they will receive 
the grant. 

Households not on direct debit: This still leaves us over 16,000 households who do not pay by direct debit 
and for whom we hold no bank details.  

Anglia Revenues Partnership will be writing to these residents encouraging them to complete a simple, 
secure online form so we can get the rebate grant to them as swiftly as possible. But there is no need for 
residents to wait for their letter. Instead, they can complete the form online at 
www.angliarevenues.gov.uk/WSrebate  

Eligible residents have until 31 May 2022 to complete the online form. After this date, any eligible 
households will have the rebate grant applied to their Council Tax bill to reduce their payments for the rest 
of the year. This is expected to take place around mid-June after which a new bill for a lesser amount will 
be sent out. We will then work with any residents who due to their circumstances end up in credit on their 
Council Tax account, to get the Rebate Grant transferred into their bank accounts as soon as possible. 

If residents chose to complete a claim form and provide bank details, then the payments are subject to 
mandatory pre-payment checks designed to reduce the risk of fraud. If no issues are highlighted during 
these checks, then the process from claim to payment should take up to 10 working days. 

Discretionary grant 
West Suffolk Council has also received £270,300 to administer discretionary grants to those who we and 
our partner organisations identify as vulnerable and likely to be the most impacted by rising energy prices 
and the increased cost of living. This will include residents in band E-H properties who for Council Tax 
purposes are considered to be ‘severely mentally impaired’ and those who receive a Disability Reduction or 
Local Council Tax Reduction. There will also be a hardship scheme that people can apply to. 

We will update you again when we are ready to launch these discretionary schemes. 

As guidance comes in we are putting information on our dedicated webpage on how residents will be able 
to claim the Government funded £150 Council Tax Rebate Grant. We are set up to do this as swiftly as we 
can. Payment can depend on things like how residents pay their Council Tax. We are asking people to keep 
an eye on the dedicated webpage for details on how and when the rebate grant will be paid. 
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Campaign urges households to recycle glass properly (westsuffolk.gov.uk) 
Residents across Suffolk are being encouraged to get behind a campaign calling for people to recycle glass 
properly. 

Suffolk Waste Partnership (SWP), which West Suffolk Council is a part of, has launched  ‘Glass – It’s Better 
in The Bank’, a 12-week campaign aimed at getting people to stop putting glass in their household recycling 
bins and to use a bottle bank instead. 

Glass mistakenly placed in household recycling bins costs the Suffolk councils collectively around £500,000 
a year .By putting it in the recycling bin and not a glass bank it can spoil other good recycling materials, 
especially card and paper that is collected with it - which means these have to be rejected. 

Glass represents about half of all the wrong material in household recycling bins – other materials that are 
wrongly put into recycle bins include black rubbish sacks, food, nappies, textiles, and cartons – and 
rejection levels are currently running at around 20%. 

The campaign runs until 31st May and will feature adverts on buses, at supermarket billboards and on a van 
touring part of the county, plus on social media and on radio. 

The Suffolk County Council Household Materials Recycling Facility at Great Blakenham near Ipswich, where 
the bins are taken for sorting, is unable to separate glass from other materials. 

District and borough councils, which collect rubbish, will be applying bin tags and stickers to recycling bins 
containing glass. 

Crews will have a prompt in the cab to remind them to be on the look-out and recycling bins may not be 
emptied if they are found to contain glass. As it can spoil the whole load. 

Andrew Smith 
West Suffolk District Councillor 
May 2022 

Thank you for attending Bardwell’s Annual Village Meeting. 
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	7 and 8. BPFA.pdf
	Some semblance of normality has returned during the last year. Although another year passed without the annual fete at the playing field an extremely enjoyable quiz was held in October which was the first BPFA event held in the new pavilion.




